3. Simple oedema or anasarca. The author believes that the slate of repletion of the vascular system is in afar less degree a cause of the effusion, than is the altered composition of the blood. He has' not found age or the primiparous condition exert anv notable influence in its production, but it seems to occur most easily m the lymphatic temperament. An important influence of pregnancy has been overlooked, viz. that the fact of the increased degree of uterine activity displaces or
diverts the blood, and must produce stasis and other modifications m the lower extremities. The influence of the pressure of the developing organ is well known, and its inclination will often determine which limb shall be most ocucmatous. llic amount and persistence of the (Edema arc, however, far from being always pioportionate to the degree of development of the uterus. In about halt the cases the oedema becomes developed especially between the seventh and ninth months, it is not unfrenuent in the fourth or fifth, and is even met with in the third. Although occasionally the oedema is developed in a week or two, it usually requires several, and can never be called activc. Once formed, it may undergo the most strange variations, probably dependent on mechanical causcs. In a little more than one sixth of the author's cases, the engagement of the foetal head in the cavity of the pelvis, at the end of pregnancy, was attended with partial or complete disappearance of the oedema. The urine in these patients is sometimes normal, sometimes sparing, deep-coloured, or turbid, but does not. contain albumen.
Varicose veins should rather be regarded as a concomitant than a complication, depending upon the same causes as the oedema, and always preceding it. They were absent in three fifths of the cases. They often diminish on the appearance of the oedema.
^
In simple oedema the splanchnic cavities contain no fluid, but dropsy of the amnios is sometimes present. In respect to the question whether the existence of oedema at all influences the occurrence of puerperal affections, the author observes that in about one fourth of his eases metro-peritonitis occurred; and so intimately did the disappearance of the one and the appearance of the other [Jan.
In reference also to these obscure cases, the author observes that the symptoms of trismus are by no means so well marked as some observers seem always to expcct. 
